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The first study on ticks on reptiles of Sri Lanka dates back to Seneviratna (1965) For the present study, ticks infesting wild and captive reptiles were collected from eight districts in wet and dry zones in Sri Lanka: Kandalama (Dambulla district), Mihintale (Anuradapura district), Hantana, Kandy, Gampola and Minipe (Kandy district), Bundala and Thissamaharamaya (Hambantota district), Wasgamuwa (Matale district), Nikawaratiya (Kurunegala district), Ampara (Ampara district), and Kolonna (Ratnapura district). Ticks were also collected from injured reptiles brought to the veterinary clinic in the University of Peradeniya. Ticks removed were preserved in 70% ethanol and identified under light microscopy using available keys and literature of Sherif (1928) and Seneviratna (1965) .
A total of 203 ticks were collected from 30 individual reptiles belonging to five species: Indian cobra, rock python, Forsten's cat snake, star tortoise, and land monitor (Table 1) . Eight tick species in the genera Amblyomma and Haemaphysalis were recorded with one unidentified Amblyomma species (Table 2) . Of those, 16 were new host records from Sri Lanka; the genus Haemaphysalis had not been recorded on reptiles from Sri Lanka before. TABLE 1. Tick species on different reptile hosts collected from 8 districts in Sri Lanka. Naja naja = Indian cobra; Python moluruspimbura= rock python; Boiga forsteni = Forsten's cat snake; Geochelone elegans = Star tortoise; Varanus bengalensis = land monitor; (a = adults, n= nymphs).
